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Abstract 
With the establishment and development of Xiong’an New Area in China, 
more foreign industries and visitors will be attracted to come here. Investiga-
tions made in our study show that the environmental English public signs are 
very important. They can offer directions for foreigners who can’t understand 
Chinese well because they have these three functions: indication, suggestion 
and prohibition. In order to help Xiong’an New Area play its “eco card”, the 
translators are supposed to attach great importance to the translation of envi-
ronmental English public signs. 
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1. Introduction 

“Public Signs” is a kind of public language appearing in public places. It intends 
to convey some special meaning to the public and it is a special style of commu-
nication [1]. 

The translation of public signs reflects the civilization and the culture level of 
a city, so it becomes more and more important. Meanwhile, environmental 
problems, energy problems, ecological balance problems, etc. become a common 
concern with the global environmental deterioration. Creating a good natural 
and friendly cultural environment will become one of the focuses of the whole 
world. The purposes of environmental English public signs are to better public-
ize the concept of environmental protection, strengthen readers’ awareness of 
environmental protection and arouse the reader to protect the environment with 
practical action. Most importantly, they can offer directions for foreigners who 
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are not able to understand Chinese well. In this way, it is expected to create a 
harmonious ecological environment and discourage actions hostile to the envi-
ronment.  

On April 1st, 2017, the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China 
and the State Council decided to set up a Hebei new security zone, Xiong’an 
New Area [2]. It is another new district with national significance after Shenzhen 
Special Economic Zone and Shanghai Pudong New Area. It is a historic strategic 
choice for carrying out the Millennium Program and state affairs. There are 
seven important tasks in Xiong’an construction and planning. The first two tasks 
are related to Environmental protection industry. Xiong’an New Area strives to 
become a green city.  

In “Opinions on expanding opening to the outside world and actively use for-
eign capital adopted by the State Council” [3], it is clearly stated that implemen-
tation of foreign investment policy to build an open area of New Development 
Zone is very important. With the establishment and development of Xiong’an New 
Area, it will attract more and more foreign visitors and industries from every cor-
ner of the world coming into China. With the increasing number of the foreigners, 
the environmental English public signs will become more important, because 
they offer foreigners more information on where and how to do to be friendly 
with the local environment in English which foreigners can understand easily.  

2. Ecology Is the Key Point in the Development of Xiong’an 
New Area 

Yunzhong Liu, dean of Development Strategy Research Center and Regional 
Economic Research Department of the State Council Development Research 
Center, believes that Xiong’an New Area in China plays a critical role in the 
process of constructing world class urban agglomerations in Jing-Jin-Ji. There 
are three points. First, Xiong’an New Area is an important base in developing 
high-end high-tech industry, and it will absorb and gather a great deal of inno-
vation factor resources and become a new momentum of economic growth and 
an important innovation driven place. Second, Xiong’an New Area will be the 
benchmark and model in construction ecological and intelligent city. It will im-
prove the world influence and competitiveness of Jing-Jin-Ji. Third, Xiong’an 
New Area will be the benchmark and model of governance structure innovation 
in metropolitan areas, urban agglomerations and urban continuous belts in the 
world. 

2.1. The New District Planning Should Play “Eco Card” 

The green development concept should be integrated into the planning, compi-
lation, approval, implementation, supervision and assessment of the integrated 
development plan [4]. The most important thing is to form a joint effort to 
promote the construction of ecological civilization, and all kinds of behavior 
subjects, especially the government’s public decision-making, should be green. 
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The development of Xiong’an New Area is a Millennium Project and a major 
national event. Chairman Xi Jinping pointed out that we should use the most 
advanced concepts and world-class design to create an innovative development 
demonstration zone for the implementation of the new concept of development. 
As we can see, the ecology has been placed in an important position in the con-
struction of Xiong’an New Area. Green development concept should and must 
be integrated in the process of planning, preparation, approval, implementation, 
supervision and assessment. 

2.2. With Culture as the Driving Force, It Will Become a Whole 
City of Tourism Integrating History with Modern Times 

One of the important positions of Xiong’an New Area is to share part of the 
function of Beijing. Universities, research institutions and even government de-
partments will move from Beijing to Xiong’an New Area, which will make a 
large number of elite permanent residents live here. Where there are people, 
there must be a new culture. The elite from Beijing will also bring forth a new 
culture of Xiong’an New Area. This is the core driving force of the tourism in-
dustry in the new district. The connotation of Xiong’an culture can be divided 
into the following three parts: First, there are a lot of reformers like Jiao Zhang, 
Bei Liu, Kuangyin Zhao, Zhidong Zhang, Dazhao Li. They all played important 
roles in different social change in different historical periods. Second, there are a 
great number of heroes and heroines such as Ke Jing, Sui Mao, Zheng Wei, Mu-
lan Hua. Third, there are lots of poets and writers like Yu Han, Hanqing Guan, 
Xueqin Cao. All of these famous people contribute to the tourism of Xiong’an 
New Area and it will attract more and more foreigners to come to China. As a 
result, the environmental English public signs will be very critical and important 
for the improvement of ecological environment. 

3. The Important Functions of Environmental English Public 
Signs in the Ecological Development of Xiong’an New Area 

English is an international language. The environmental English public signs 
play very critical roles in the ecological development of Xiong’an New Area. 
They affect many aspects of people’s life. With the rapid development of 
Xiong’an New Area in China, a lot of visitors, industries and workers will proba-
bly come into here. In order to offer more information for foreigners about en-
vironment protection, the existence of Environmental English public signs will 
be very necessary because they have the following functions: indicative function, 
suggestive function and prohibitive function.  

3.1. The Indicative Function 

The indicative function of environmental English public signs offers considerate 
information, and there is no prohibition [5]. Its main purpose is to help foreigners 
feel easily and comfortably which contributes to the ecological development of 
Xiong’an New Area.  
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Such public signs as “Trashcan on the right”, “Please feel free to smoke in the 
lounge”, “Save water”, “NON RECYCLABLE” are indicative environmental 
English public signs. They will help foreigners get enough information on where 
to throw their garbage and where to smoke.  

3.2. The Suggestive Function 

The suggestive environmental English public signs can be widely used in many 
cases. They have no strict restriction and they offer a lot of information. Public 
signs like “Recycle bins are located in the area between tower A (basement floor) 
and B”, “Look for the blue rectangular containers”, “Thank you for helping out 
our environment”, “Just like Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny, the cleaning 
fairy DOES NOT EXIST!!”, “Please keep area clean and tidy at all times.”, 
“Please keep this office tidy and use the bins provided” [6] etc. play an very im-
portant function in helping foreigners keeping the environment clean and clear. 

3.3. The Prohibitive Function 

The prohibitive environmental English public signs clearly put forward re-
quirements and standards for the public’s behavior. There are some restrictions. 
The language is direct but not rude and impolite. Such public signs as “Quiet, 
please.”, “Keep off the grass” are typical environmental English public signs. 
They keep people from doing some things which is harmful to the environment.  

The environmental English public signs are not only used in social life, but 
also used in industries, agriculture and so on. Its purpose is to make Xiong’an 
New Area develop in the right orbit. With the development of society and 
economy, environmental pollution and ecological energy crisis have become ur-
gent and urgent matter to be solved. Environmental protection English public 
signs follows the footsteps of the times, reflecting the common existence of 
mankind and the earth and the sustainable development vision. In addition, it 
also shows the urgency of human survival in terms of positive action and propa-
ganda of environmental protection which reflects the coordinated development 
of human survival and environmental protection. 

4. Some Statistics on the Importance of Environmental 
English Public Signs 

In order to test the importance of environmental English public signs, we made 
an investigation on it.  

We interviewed 56 travelers who came from different countries. The following 
four questions were asked. 1) Is it easy for you to find trash cans in a place where 
there are no environmental English public signs are? 2) Is it easy for you to find 
trash cans in a place where there are environmental English public signs? 3) Do 
you think environmental English public signs are necessary especially in scenic 
spots or industrial area? 4) Is it easy for you to understand environmental Chi-
nese public signs? The statistics of the four questions are listed in Tables 1-3. 

https://doi.org/10.4236/oje.2017.713047


J. H. Tang, J. C. Wang 
 

 

DOI: 10.4236/oje.2017.713047 686 Open Journal of Ecology 
 

Table 1. Comparisons between environmental English and Chinese public signs. 

questions Very Easy (%) Easy (%) So So (%) Difficult (%) Very Difficult (%) 

1 4% 7% 3% 20% 66% 

2 80% 15% 5% 0 0 

 
Table 2. The necessity of environmental English public signs. 

question Very necessary (%) 
Necessary 

(%) 
So So 
(%) 

Unnecessary (%) Completely unnecessary (%) 

3 52% 40% 3% 3% 2% 

 
Table 3. Foreigners’ Understanding for environmental English public signs. 

question Very Easy (%) Easy (%) So So (%) Difficult (%) Very Difficult (%) 

4 2% 9% 30% 41% 18% 

 
The above four tables show that it is difficult for foreigners to understand en-

vironmental Chinese public signs. Environmental English public signs will be 
very helpful for foreigners to get enough directions to find where to drop litter 
or to smoke, etc., so environmental English public signs are necessary and help-
ful in offering more directions for foreigners. 

5. Conclusions 

English is an international language. Translation aims at expressing the content 
and thought of the original language text clearly and explicitly, so as to eliminate 
the gap between languages and cultural differences. So, Environmental English 
public signs translation plays an important role in building a green and 
low-carbon blueprint for sustainable development. Chinese and English have 
their own unique cultural background and origin, so only on the basis of mas-
tering and applying translation language and combining with the purpose of en-
vironmental protection translation can we realize and develop the purpose of 
environmental English translation.  

With regard to the functions of environmental English public signs and the 
different languages and cultures, the translation of the public signs is very criti-
cal and important. So many people coming from different fields, translator, re-
search institutions, related government departments, media, will be responsible 
for it [7]. They need cooperate with each other and take their own responsibilities.  

Environmental English public signs are an important part of social language 
reflecting the rapid development of the Chinese government and the public in 
the current industrialized society. With the rapid development of Xiong’an New 
Area, there will be more and more industries and foreigners gathering in 
Xiong’an New Area. Most importantly, the new district planning plays “eco 
card” [8], which means environmental protection is one of the key factors in the 
process of its development. As a result, the environmental English public signs 
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become very important and necessary. By paying attention to environmental 
protection, we try to achieve the coordinated development of material civiliza-
tion and spiritual civilization construction. 
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