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ABSTRACT 

Newcomb’s problem is a game between two players, one of who has an ability to predict the future: let Bob have an abil-
ity to predict Alice’s will. Now, Bob prepares two boxes, Box1 and Box2, and Alice can select either Box2 or both boxes. 
Box1 contains $1. Box2 contains $1,000 only if Alice selects only Box2; otherwise Box2 is empty($0). Which is better for 
Alice? Since Alice cannot decide which one is better in general, this problem is called Newcomb’s paradox. In this paper, 
we propose quantum strategies for this paradox by Bob having quantum ability. Many other results including quantum 
strategies put emphasis on finding out equilibrium points. On the other hand, our results put emphasis on whether a 
player can predict another player’s will. Then, we show some positive solutions for this problem. 
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1. Introduction 

Quantum mechanics has been incorporated into many 
fields called information. The most famous results are a 
quantum factoring algorithm by Shor [1] and a quantum 
database search algorithm by Grover [2]. Moreover, the 
studies on quantum information have succeeded in such 
as quantum computation, quantum circuit, quantum 
cryptography, quantum communication complexity, and 
so on. Recently, game theory based on quantum me-
chanics, quantum game theory, has been also proposed 
and it has been shown that quantum game theory is more 
powerful than classical one.  

Game theory is one of the most famous decision mak-
ing methods and has been used in many situations both 
theoretically and practically. There had existed the basic 
concept with respect to these games since early times but 
in corporation with Morgenstern, von Neumann [3] firstly 
constructed the theory systematically. However, the main 
principle of this theory was based on classical physics 
although he was familiar with quantum mechanics.  

In 1998, for a coin flipping game, Meyer [4] proposed 
a quantum strategy for the first time and showed that the 
quantum strategy has an advantage over classical ones. 
This game is called PQ Penny Flip.  

PQ Penny Flip: The starship Enterprise is facing some 
immanent—and apparently inescapable—calamity when 
Q appears on the bridge and offers to help, provided 
Captain Picard can beat him at penny flipping: Picard is 

to place a penny head up in a box, whereupon they will 
take turns (Q, then Picard, then Q) flipping the penny (or 
not), without being able to see it. Q wins if the penny is 
head up when they open the box.  

This game is a two-player zero-sum game and the 
probability that each player wins is at most 1/2 with clas-
sical strategies. Meyer showed a quantum strategy with 
which Q can always win by using a superposition of 
quantum states effectively. In this game, Picard is con-
strained to play classically. The quantum strategy is then 
executed in the following way. Let  and 0  1   repre-

sent the head and tail of the penny, respectively. First, 
Picard prepares 0   and Q applies a Walsh-Hadamard 

operation H  defined in the next section to the state:  

1
0 ( 0

2

H

1 )       

Next, Picard decides classically whether he flips it or 
not. However, the state does not change even if Picard 
flipped it. Finally, Q applies H  to the state and always 
obtains 0  . This means that Q always wins.  

Moreover, he also showed the importance of a rela-
tionship between quantum game theory and quantum 
algorithms.  

Later, other types of quantum strategies have been also 
proposed. In their strategies, all the players can use 
quantum operations. For example, Eisert et al. [5] pro-
posed a quantum strategy with entanglement for a fa-
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mous two-player game called the Prisoner’s Dilemma 
(also see Du et al. [6,7], Eisert and Wilkens [8], and 
Iqbal and Toor [9]). In their strategy, entanglement plays 
an important role. For another famous two-player game 
called the Battle of the Sexes, Marinatto et al. [10] also 
proposed a quantum strategy with entanglement. For 
these games, they showed quantum Nash equilibriums 
different from classical ones. Furthermore, there are 
many results being related to games such as the Monty 
Hall problem by D’Ariano et al. [11], Flitney and Abbott 
[12], and Li et al. [13], Parrondo’s game by Flitney et al. 
[14], games in economics by Piotrowski and Sładkowski 
[15–17], Newcomb’s paradox by Piotrowski and Sład-
kowski [18], and so on.  

In this paper, we study Newcomb’s problem. New-
comb’s problem is a thought experiment between two 
players, Alice and Bob. Alice is a common human being. 
On the other hand, Bob may be a wizard having an abil-
ity to predict the future, or not. Bob can predict Alice’s 
will if he is a wizard. Then, the problem is as follows:  

Newcomb’s problem: Bob prepares two boxes, Box1 

and Box2, and Alice can select either Box2 or both boxes. 
Box1 contains $1. Box2 contains $1,000 only if Alice se-
lects only Box2; otherwise Box2 is empty($0). Which is 
better for Alice?  

No one knows the answer except Bob. Namely, there 
exists no best classical strategy. Therefore, this problem 
is called Newcomb’s paradox. We show some quantum 
strategies for Newcomb’s paradox by using entangle-
ment.  

It is thought that entanglement is essential as the main 
power of quantum information and many results men-
tioned above also have used entanglement effectively. 
First, we show some basic quantum strategies with en-
tanglement. In the other related studies mentioned above, 
each player operates only each assigned qubit although 
the states are entangled. On the other hand, our proposed 
strategies operate not only one qubit but also states be-
tween two qubits. Consequently, we show that our quan-
tum strategies with entanglement are more powerful than 
classical ones.  

Finally, we show some quantum strategies for New-
comb’s paradox. Piotrowski and Sładkowski showed a 
quantum solution for Newcomb’s paradox by using 
Meyer’s strategy [18]. Newcomb’s paradox is whether a 
player can predict another player’s will. We also study 
this problem by applying our strategies. Then, we obtain 
positive results. That is, in some case, a player can pre-
dict another player’s will.  

The remainder of this paper has the following organi-
zation. In Section 2, first, we define notations and basic 
operations used in this paper. Moreover, as the tools of 
our quantum strategies, we show two fundamental lem-
mas with relation to entanglement. In Section 3, we de-
note two types of two-player zero-sum games. We then 

show that in these games, each player cannot win with 
certainty with classical strategies but one side player can 
win with certainty with quantum ones. In Section 4, we 
study Newcomb’s paradox. We modify this problem and 
show some quantum strategies to it by using the results 
in Section 3. Finally, in Section 5, we provide some con-
cluding remarks.  

2. Preliminaries 

In this section, first, we define some notations used in 
this paper. Let   be a bitwise exclusive-or operator, 
i.e., 1100 1010 0110  . Let a  be the negation of a 

bit  for a  a 0 1  , i.e., 1a a  . Moreover, let 

 be the inner product of b  and , 

where 
1

n

i ii
b c


  

.. nb b b

b c c

1 2( .b )     and  for 1 2 .. nc c c  ( .c  )

 0 1i ib c   ...i n ( 1 2    ).  

Next, we define some basic operations. Let 
 and , where    is Dirac 

notation and 

0 (1 0)T   1 (0 1)T   
TA  is the transposed matrix of a matrix 

A . Let I  be the 2 2  identity matrix. This operation 
means no operation. A Walsh-Hadamard operation H  
is  

1 11

1 12
H

 
   

 

( 0 (1 2)( 0 1 )H          and 1 (1 2)( 0 1 )H         ). 

Note that 1H H  . This operation is used when we 
make a superposition of states. As an operation used 
when they flip a coin classically, players use an operation 
X ,  

0 1

1 0
X

 
  
 

 

( 0 1X      and 1 0X    
( )S

). We also define a 

phase-shift operation   by  

1 0
( )

0
S

e 
 
 
 
 
 

 ÷
 

( ( ) 0 0S     

1

 and ), where ( ) 1 1S e      ÷

2  ÷ .  
Moreover, we define an operation between two qubits. 

Here, we denote an -qubit state by n
2 …n n1 2 1b b b b b b             , where   is a 

tensor product. Then, let  be a Controlled Not 
gate,  

CNOT

1 0 0 0

0 1 0 0

0 0 0 1

0 0 1 0

CNOT
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( , where the first bit  is the 

controlled bit and the second bit  is the target bit). We 
denote the operation by  when the -th bit is 

the controlled bit and the -th bit is the target bit.  

CNOT c t c t c       c

i
t

( )i jCNOT

j

Finally, we show two basic results operating entangled 
states. These results can be used as tools of making a 
specific state in order that one side player always wins 
games by using our quantum strategies mentioned in the 
following sections.  

Lemma 2.1 Let  

( )
1 21 2

1
( ... ( 1) ... )

2
s s

kkb b b b b b                

be a -qubit entangled state, where k  0 1ib    

( ) and . Then,  1 2  ...i k   0 1s 

1

( )
1 21

1
( 1) ...

2

k

k
i i

H
s b c

kk
c s

c c c







 

         

when we apply the Walsh-Hadamard operation H  to 
all the qubits of .  ( )s 

Proof. When we apply H  to all the qubits of ( )s  ,  

1

1

1

1 1
( ) ( 1)

11
0 0

1 1
1

11
0 0

1 21

1
(( 1) ... ( 1) ( 1) ... )

2

1
( 1) (1 ( 1) ( 1) ) ...

2
1

( 1) ...
2

k

k

k

k
i i

H
s b c s b

kk
c c

b c s c
kk

c c

b c
kk

c s

c c c c

c c

c c c






  


 

 


 




 

             

        

    



 

 

 







1
c

k

 

where . Then, the statement of this lemma is 

then satisfied.  

1 (1 1 ... 1)
k

   

This lemma means that a player can obtain a state 

 satisfying 1 … kc c   
1

0
k

ii
c


  if he makes the state 

(0) 
k

i
 and that he can obtain a state  satis-

fying  if he makes the state 

1 … kc c   
(1)

1
1ic    .  

Next, we show a result used as a player’s quantum strategy 
when another player flips coins classically.  

Lemma 2.2 Let ( )s   be the -qubit entangled 

state of Lemma 2.1, and let  

k

1

( )( )
1 21

1
( 1) ...

2

k

k
i i

H
ss b

kk
c s

c c c 







 

  c            

Now, let the operation X  be applied to some qubits 
of ( )s   , i.e.,  

Bob 
 1bs  2bs  

1as  11 11a b  12 12a b  

 
 

Alice 
2as  21 21a b  22 22a b  

Figure 1. Two players’ payoff matrix 

1

( ) ( )
1 1 2 21

1
( 1) ...

2 k
i i

s s b c
k kx k

c s

c x c x c x 





 

                

where  0 1 ( 1 2 ... )ix i k      . Note that 1ix   if X  

has been executed. Then,  

1( )
1 21 2

1
( 1) ( ... ( 1) ( 1) ... )

2

k
k
i i

H
s xx b s

kkx b b b b b b


                 

Proof. When we apply H  to all the qubits of ( )s
x   ,  

11

1 1

1

1 1
( ) ( )

1 22 1
0 0

1 1
( )

1 22 1
0 0

1 21 2

1
( 1) ( 1) ...

2

1
( 1) ( 1) ...

2

1
( 1) ( ... ( 1) ( 1) ... )

2

k

k
ki i

k
k i i

k
i i

H
s b c c x d

kx k
d dc s

x d b d c
kk

d d c s

xx b s
kk

d d d

d d d

b b b b b b










  


  

  


   



   

      

               

   

  





    


 

where the last expression is obtained by noting that ex-
cept for the states corresponding to  and 0b d 

1b d  , the states vanish. The statement of this lemma 
is then satisfied.  

3. Quantum Strategies Using Entangled 
States 

3.1 Strategic Games 

We denote a strategic game  as     ( )i ii N i N
N S u

 
    , 

where 
N  is the set of players,  

iS  is the set of strategies of player , and  i

iu

u S

 is the payoff function of player i , i.e., 

 (the set of real numbers).   1 2i S S     R N

The game   can be given also by a matrix shown in 
Figure 1. For more details, we shall refer the reader to 
the books by, e.g., references [22,23]. For two players, 

={Alice, Bob}, the set of Alice’s strategies is N

 
2a1a aS s s  , and the set of Bob’s strategies is 

 
1b bS s s 

a au s
2b

j s

. Then, each value of Alice’s payoff func-

tion is ( )bk jka 

(b aj bu s s

, and each value of Bob’s payoff 

function is )k jkb  ,  where . If {1 2}j k  

jk jkb a   for any {1 2}j k   , jkb  can be omitted. In 

certain circumstances, we represent a value of payoff 
function not as a real number but as some players’ win or 
loss, and so on. In addition, quantum strategies are per-
mitted any unitary matrices, i.e., we can make a super- 

Q 

 Unchanged Changed 

I  Q wins Q loses 
Picard 

X  Q wins Q loses 

Figure 2. PQ penny Flip 
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Bob 
 Soccer Movie

Soccer 3,5 -1,-1 
Alice 

Movie -1,-1 5,3 

Figure 3. Battle of the sexes 

position of some fundamental strategies by quantum 
strategies.  

Now, let us formalize PQ Penny Flip. The set of 
players is , the set of Piard’s strate-

gies is 
Picard QN  




pS I X 

 unitary matrices

, the set of Q’s strategies is 

. Operation qS any= I  means no 

coin flip, and operation X  means a coin flip. The pay-
off matrix is shown in Figure 2. “Unchanged”/”Changed” 
means that the state of the coin is finally un-
changed/changed. Meyer showed a quantum strategy that 
Q always wins [4].  

Next, we show a simple solution for the Battle of the 
Sexes using an entangled state. This idea leads to the 
results of the following subsections. The payoff matrix is 
shown in Figure 3. Alice prefers movie to soccer, and 
Bob prefers soccer to movie. However, both prefer hav-
ing a date.  

The strategy is as follows. Alice and Bob share the 
following entangled state:  

1
( 0 0 1 1 )

2
        

where Alice has a first qubit and Bob has a second qubit. 
In deciding either soccer or movie, both measure the 
state. Alice/Bob selects soccer when the outcome of the 
bit is 0, otherwise she/he selects movie. Note that if Al-
ice’s outcome is 0, Bob’s outcome is also 0, and vice 
versa. Namely, the probability of selecting (Soccer, Soc-
cer)/(Movie,Movie) is 1/2, and the probability of select-
ing (Soccer,Movie)/(Movie,Soccer) is 0. Therefore, they 
can have a date with certainty. Moreover, for example, if 
the payoff of (Soccer,Soccer) is (4,6) instead of (3,5), the 
probability of selecting (Soccer,Soccer) becomes greater 
than that of (Movie,Movie) by preparing  

1 20 0 1 1c c        

as the entangled state, where  is complex num-

bers satisfying  and .  
1 2c c

2 2
1 2 1c c      1 2c c  

3.2 -Coin Even-Odd Games k

First, we denote a zero-sum game using  coins be-
tween two players, ={Alice, Bob}. Throughout this 
paper, suppose that Alice is constrained to play classi-
cally, i.e., 

k
N

 aS  I X . Then, we show that neither Al-
ice nor Bob can win the game with certainty.  

With only classical strategies but Bob can win it with 
certainty with our quantum strategy. Here, let H and T 

Bob 

 
Predict 
even 

Predict 
odd 

even
Bob 

wins 
Bob 

loses 
Alice 

odd 
Bob 

loses 
Bob 

wins 

Figure 4. -Coin even-odd check k

represent the head and tail of a coin, respectively.  
k -Coin Even-Odd Check: First, Alice prepares  

coins and puts them into a box in the state of all the coins 
being heads, i.e., (H, H,…, H). Suppose that any player 
cannot see the inside of the box. Next, Bob flips some 
coins(or not), Alice flips some coins(or not), and Bob 
flips some coins(or not). Finally, they open the box. Al-
ice wins if the number of H is odd; otherwise Bob wins if 
the number of H is even.  

k

Because we can regard this problem as whether Bob 
can predict Alice’s strategy, the payoff matrix can be 
also shown as Figure 4. It is obvious that if they use only 
classical strategies, neither Alice nor Bob can win the 
game with certainty. However, if Bob uses a quantum 
strategy, he can win the game with certainty. Now, we 
show a quantum strategy for this game with which Bob 
wins with certainty.  

Theorem 3.1 For -Coin Even-Odd Check, there ex-
ists a quantum strategy with which Bob wins with cer-
tainty.  

k

Proof. We denote H and T by  and , respec-

tively. This means that Alice prepares . First, 

Bob executes the following operation.  

0  1 
... 0 0 0  

1

2 (1 )

1
0 0 ... 0 ( 0 1 ) 0 ... 0

2

1
( 0 0 ... 0 1 1 ... 1 )

2

k

k
i i

H I

CNOT

 

 





            

     



    

 

Next, Alice flips the coins using the operations X  
and I , because she can only execute classical strategies. 
Then, the state becomes  

1 21 2

1
( ... ... )

2
kkb b b b b b            

where  0 1ib    ( 1 2 ...i k    ).  

Finally, by using Lemma 2.1, Bob obtains  

1

1 21
0

1
( 1) ...

2 k
i i

b c
kk

c

c c c





 

       

Thus, Bob can obtain the bits  satisfying 1 2 … kc c c  

1
0

k

ii
c


 . This means that the number of H is even 

and he can win the game with certainty.  
We can prove the same theorem by using the Meyer’s 

quantum strategy [4] for  coins:  k
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(Bob)

1

or (Alice)

1

(Bob)

1
0 0 ... 0 ( 0 1 )

2
1

( 0 1 )
2

0 0 ... 0

k

k

kH

k
i

kX I

k
i

H













        

   

    



  

Therefore, we next denote a generalized even-odd 
game such that Bob cannot win with certainty by using 
only Meyer’s strategy but can win with certainty with our 
strategy.  

k -Coin Even-Odd Check(G): First, Alice prepares 

 coins and puts them into a box in the state of 

(H,D ,…, D ), where  ( ). 

Suppose that any player cannot see the inside of the box 

and that Bob does not know D i . Next, Bob flips some 

coins(or not), Alice flips some coins(or not), and Bob 
flips some coins(or not). Finally, they open the box. Al-
ice wins if the number of H is odd; otherwise Bob wins if 
the number of H is even.  

k

2 k D {H T}i   2 3 ...i k   

The payoff matrix of this problem can be shown as 
same as Figure 4. Also in this case, it is obvious that if 
they use classical strategies, neither Alice nor Bob can 
win the game with certainty. Moreover, because Meyer’s 
strategy uses the property of: 

1 1
2 2

( 0 1 ) ( 0 1 )
X

         , 

Bob must know the initial state of all the coins in order to 
win the game. However, if he uses our quantum strategy, 
Bob can win the game with certainty. Now, we show a 
quantum strategy for this game with which Bob wins 
with certainty.  

Theorem 3.2 For -Coin Even-Odd Check(G), there 
exists a quantum strategy with which Bob wins with cer-
tainty.  

k

Proof. Also in this case, we denote H and T by 0   

and , respectively. Therefore, Alice prepares 

, where  ( ). First, 

Bob executes the following operation:  

1 

0 ...d  2 kd    0 1id   2 3 ...i    k

1

2 (1 )

2 2

2 2

1
0 ... ( 0 1 ) ...

2

1
( 0 ... 1 ... )

2

k

k
i i

H I

k k

CNOT

k k

d d d d

d d d d

 

 





            

     



   

 

Next, Alice flips the coins using the operations X  
and I . Then, the state becomes  

1 21 2

1
( ... ... )

2
kkb b b b b b            

Finally, by using Lemma 2.1, Bob obtains  

1

1 21
0

1
( 1) ...

2 k
i i

b c
kk

c

c c c





 

       

Thus, Bob can obtain the bits  satisfying 

1

1 2 … kc c c  

0
k

ii
c


 . This means that the number of H is even 

and he can win the game with certainty.  

3.3 -Coin Flipping Games k

Next, we denote zero-sum games between two players 
modifying the games in the previous subsection and 
show that neither Alice nor Bob can win the games with 
certainty with classical strategies but Bob can win them 
with certainty with our quantum strategy.  

k -Coin Flip: First, Alice prepares  coins and puts 
them into a box in the state of all the coins being heads, 
i.e., (H, H,…, H). Suppose that any player cannot see the 
inside of the box. Next, Bob flips some coins(or not), 
Alice flips  coins(

k

m  0 1 ...m k   

m
m

) under keeping the 
value of m  secret from Bob, and Bob flips some 
coins(or not). Finally, they open the box. Then, Bob wins 
if all the coins are in the following state: the state of the 
coins is (H, H,…, H) if  is even, or the state of the 
coins is (T,H,…, H) if  is odd. Otherwise Alice wins.  

We show the payoff matrix in Figure 5. We can re-
gard also this problem as whether Bob can predict Al-
ice’s strategy, It is obvious that if they use classical 
strategies, neither Alice nor Bob can win the game with 
certainty. Moreover, by the same reason in the previous 
subsection, Bob cannot also win the game with certainty 
even if Meyer’s strategy is used. However, if Bob uses 
our quantum strategy, he can win the game with certainty. 
Now, we show a quantum strategy for this game with 
which Bob wins with certainty. 

Theorem 3.3 For -Coin Flip, there exists a quan-
tum strategy with which Bob wins with certainty.  

k

Proof. Alice prepares 0 0 ... 0     . First, Bob executes 

the following operation.  
1

2 (1 )

1

1 21
0

1
0 0 ... 0 ( 0 1 ) 0 ... 0

2

1
( 0 0 ... 0 1 1 ... 1 )

2

1
...

2

k

k
i i

k

k
i i

H I

CNOT

H

kk
c

c c c

 

 










 

            

         

    





 

 

Bob 
 Predict even Predict odd

even (H,H,…, H) other states
Alice 

odd other states (T,H,…, H)

Figure 5. -Coin Flip k
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Bob 

 Predict even Predict odd 

even (H,D ,…, D ) 2 k
other states Alice 

odd other states (T,D ,…, D )2 k

Figure 6. -Coin Flip(G) k

Next, Alice flips  coins using the operation m X . 
Then, the state becomes  

1

1 1 2 21
0

1
… ,

2 k
i i

k kk
c

c x c x c x



 

         

where  ( ) and  0 1ix   1 2 ...i k   
1

k

ii
x m


 .  

By using Lemma 2.2, Bob obtains 

1
1

( 0 0 ... 0 ( 1) 1 1 ... 1 )
2

k
i ix             

Moreover, he executes the following operation.  

1

2 (1 )

1

1

1

1
( 0 0 ... 0 ( 1) 1 1 ... 1 )

2

1
( 0 ( 1) 1 ) 0 0 ... 0

2

0 ... 0

k
i i

k
i i k

i i

k

x

CNOT
x

kH I

i
i

x



 


 










           

          

    





 

Then,  if  is even; otherwise 

 if  is odd. Therefore, Bob can win the 

game with certainty.  

1
0

k

ii
x




1 m

m

1

k

ii
x




Next, we denote a generalized -coin flipping game.  k
k

m

-Coin Flip(G): First, Alice prepares  coins and 

puts them into a box in the state of (H,D ,…, D ), 

where  ( ). Suppose that any 

player cannot see the inside of the box and that Bob does 

not know D i . Next, Bob flips some coins(or not), Alice 

flips  coins( ) under keeping the value 

of  secret from Bob, and Bob flips some coins(or 
not). Finally, they open the box. Then, Bob wins if all the 
coins are in the following state: the state of the coins is 

(H,D 2 ,…, D ) if  is even, or the state of the coins 

is (T,D 2 ,…, D ) if  is odd. Otherwise Alice wins.  

k

2 k

 D H Ti  

m

k

k

2 3 ...i    

 0 1 ...m k   

m

k

k

k

m

We show the payoff matrix in Figure 6. Also in this 
case, it is obvious that if they use classical strategies, 
neither Alice nor Bob can win the game with certainty 
and that Bob cannot win the game with certainty even if 
Meyer’s strategy is used. However, if Bob can use our 
quantum strategy, he wins the game with certainty. If 
Bob wishes to know only whether  is even or odd, 
we can easily construct the following protocol.  

m

2 ( 1)

2 ( 1)

(Bob)

2 2
2

or (Alice)

1 2 2
2

(Bob)

2 2
1

0 ... ...

…

…

k
i i

k
i i

CNOT k

k i k
i

kX I

i k
i

CNOT k

i k
i

d d d d d

d x d x d x

x d x d x

 

 











         

       

      













 

where  0 1i id x    ( 1 2 ...i k    ).  

Now, we show a quantum strategy for this game with 
which Bob wins with certainty.  

Theorem 3.4 For -Coin Flip(G), there exists a 
quantum strategy with which Bob wins with certainty.  

k

Proof. Alice prepares 20 ... kd d     , where  0 1id    

( 2 3 ...i k    ). First, Bob executes the following opera-
tion.  
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where 2(0 ... )kd d d     and .  1 2( ... kc c c c    )

Next, Alice flips  coins using the operation m X . 
Then, the state becomes  

1

1 1 2 21
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1
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2 k
i i

d c
k kk

c

c x c x c x





 

          

where  0 1ix    ( 1 2 ...i k    ) and 
1

k

ii
x m


 .  

By using Lemma 2.2, Bob obtains  

1
2 2

1
( 1) ( 0 ... ( 1) 1 ... )

2

k
i ixx d

k kd d d d               

where 1 2( ... )kx x x x    . Moreover, he executes the 

following operation.  
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Then, 
1

0
k

ii
x


  if  is even; otherwise m

1

k

ii
x


1  if  is odd. Therefore, Bob can win the 

game with certainty. 

m

Finally, we denote a game combining the Even-Odd 
game and the Flipping game.  
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Bob 
 Predict even Predict odd 

even 0N  
0N  Alice 

odd 1N  
1N  

Figure 7. Extended -Coin Flip k

Extended -Coin Flip: First, Alice prepares  
coins and puts them into a box in the state of all the coins 
being heads, i.e., (H, H,…, H). Suppose that any player 
cannot see the inside of the box. Next, Bob flips some 
coins(or not), Alice flips  coins ( ) under 

keeping the value of  secret from Bob, and Bob flips 
some coins(or not), where for some positive even number 

,

k k

m 0m N N  1

m

C  0N m m m C n   


0 ak nd for any integern  and 

1

m

0 a (2 1) geN m k C n   

m

nd

1N

2 for any inte rm m 

0N

n  
Finally, they open the box. Then, Bob wins if all the 
coins are in the following state: the number of H is even 
if  is an element in , or the number of H is odd if 

 is an element in . Otherwise Alice wins.  
We show the payoff matrix in Figure 7, and construct 

a quantum strategy such that Bob wins with certainty.  
Theorem 3.5 For Extended -Coin Flip, there exists 

a quantum strategy with which Bob wins with certainty.  
k

Proof. Alice prepares . First, Bob executes 

the following operation:  
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Next, Alice flips  coins using the operation m X . 
Then, the state becomes  

πk /C
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Moreover, by using Lemma 2.1, Bob obtains 

1

1 21
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1
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if 2 1m Ce   ÷ ; otherwise he obtains  
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1 21
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1
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 c       

if 2 1m Ce    ÷ .  
Thus,  is an element in  and m

0N
1

0
k

ii
c


  if 

2 m Ce   1÷

k

; otherwise  is an element in  and  m 1N

1
1ii

c


  if 2πm/C 1e   . Therefore, Bob can win the 

game with certainty.  
When (2 1) 2C n  

k
 is odd, Bob can always win 

without operating to  coins. On the other hand, our 
strategy succeeds even if  is even.  (2 1) 2C n  

4. Applications to Newcomb’s Paradox 

In this section, we study Newcomb’s paradox (Free Will 
problem) and show some quantum strategies for this 
problem. A quantum solution of this problem is shown 
by using Meyer’s quantum strategy by Piotrowski and 
Sładkowski [18]. We study this problem by using our 
results in previous section. A problem is as follows:  

Newcomb’s problem: Let Bob have the ability to pre-
dict Alice’s will. Now, Bob prepares two boxes, Box1 
and Box2, and Alice can select either Box2 or both boxes. 
Box1 contains $1. Box2 contains $1,000 only if Alice se-
lects only Box2; otherwise Box2 is empty($0). Which is 
better for Alice?  

The payoff matrix is shown in Figure 8. The focus of 
this problem is whether Bob can really predict Alice’s 
will, or whether Bob can control Alice’s will. Obviously, 
Alice’s strategy is selecting both boxes if Bob cannot 
predict Alice’s will. Now, we modify this problem as 
simplified problems. In addition, we observe only strate-
gies on Box2.  

Newcomb1: First, Alice decides whether she selects ei-
ther Box2 or not, but Bob cannot know her selection. Box2 
contains $1,000 only if Alice selects Box2; otherwise Box2 
is empty($0). Can Bob let Alice select her first will even if 
Alice changes her will after the first selection?  

Theorem 4.1 For Newcomb1, there exists a quantum 
strategy that can be positively solved.  

Proof. Alice selects a state 0 


 if she selects Box2; 
otherwise she selects a state . Note that Bob does not 

know the state. To this state, Bob applies H, Alice ap-
plies X if she changes her will, and Bob applies H. Fi- 

1

Bob 
 Predict Both Predict Box2 

Both $1 $1,001 
Alice 

Box2 $0 $1,000 

Figure 8. Newcomb’s problem 
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Bob 

 Swerve 
Drive 

straight 
Swerve 2, 2 1, 3 

Alice 

Drive 
straight 

3, 1 0, 0 

Figure 9. Chicken 

nally, the state is 0   if her first selection is Box2; oth-
erwise it is 1   . Then, Bob can let Alice select her first 
will.  

This strategy uses Meyer’s strategy. Moreover, we can 
also show other proofs by using Theorem 3.3 or Theorem 
3.4. For Newcomb1, Bob does not permit Alice’s change. 
Next, by using -Coin Flip(G), we modify this problem 
to problems such that Bob permits Alice’s change.  

k

Newcomb2: Alice prepares  coins and puts them 

into a box in the state of (H,D ,…, D ), where 

 ( ). Next, Bob flips some 

coins(or not), Alice flips  coins( ) un-

der keeping the value of  secret from Bob, and Bob 
flips some coins(or not), where let Alice do not change 
her will if  is even; otherwise let she change her will. 
Can Bob know whether  is even or odd?  

k

k

2 k

...

D H Ti  

m

 1, 2, ,i  

m

m

m

 0 1m k  

Theorem 4.2 For Newcomb2, there exist a quantum 
strategy that can be positively solved.  

Proof. This result is immediately obtained by Theorem 
3.4.  

We can regard this problem as Newcomb’s problem 
when the value of  is her will, i.e., she selects Box2 
when  is even; otherwise she selects both boxes. 
Thus, Bob can predict Alice’s will. We can also modify 
Newcomb’s problem by using -Coin Flip and Ex-

tended -Coin Flip.  

m
m

k
k

Next, we denote that we can also modify Alice’s will 
in Newcomb2 to -player’s will.  k

k -Newcomb2: First, k  players, 1 2 … kA A  

k

A , de-

cide whether they selects  or not. They prepare  

coins and puts them into a box in the state of (H,D ,…, 

D ), where  (

2Box

T

k

2

k  D Hi   2 3 ...i     ), and let player 

iA  ( i ) deal with the -th coin. Now, Bob 

flips some coins(or not). Next, each 

1 2  ... k  i

iA  ( i ) 

flips his/her coin(or not), where let the number of 
-player’s flips be  (

1 2 ..   k.

k m  k0 1 ... m  ), and let they do 

not change their will if  is even; otherwise let they 
change their will. Finally, Bob flips some coins(or not). 
Can Bob know whether  is even or odd?  

m

m
The quantum strategy for Bob is same as Newcomb2.  
Finally, we study the Chicken game. The payoff ma-

trix is shown in Figure 9. In the Chicken game, the Nash 

equilibrium points are (Swerve, Drive straight) and 
(Drive straight, Swerve). By classical strategies, the 
probability that each player selects either Swerve or 
Drive straight is 1/2. This means that either (Swerve, 
Swerve) or (Drive straight, Drive straight) may be se-
lected. On the other hand, by our quantum strategies, 
either (Swerve, Drive straight) and (Drive straight, 
Swerve) can be selected with certainty because Bob can 
predict Alice’s will.  

5. Conclusions 

In this paper, we proposed quantum strategies with en-
tanglement for -coin flipping games. These games are 
multi-qubit variations of the quantum strategy by Meyer 
[4]. One player is constrained to play classically but the 
other player can use a quantum strategy. We then showed 
that by using a technique in quantum communication 
complexity theory, our quantum strategies have an ad-
vantage over classical ones. For a player using the quan-
tum strategy, the entanglement is used in order to obtain 
the information of the enemy and the player can always 
win the games. Moreover, by rewriting Newcomb’s 
paradox including multi-player’s will, we also showed 
that we can use our results as its quantum strategies and 
that a player can have an ability to predict another 
player’s will.  

k

Can Bob always win our games even if both players 
use quantum strategies? This answer is “No”. Meyer also 
showed that Q cannot always win if Picard can also use a 
quantum strategy [4]. In the same reason, Bob cannot 
always win our games if Alice can also use a quantum 
strategy. Therefore, it is an interesting question whether 
Bob can always win the games in the case when both 
players are constrained to only execute some restricted 
quantum operations. 

REFERENCES 
[1] P. W. Shor, “Polynomial-time algorithms for prime fac-

torization and discrete logarithms on a quantum com-
puter,” SIAM Journal of Computing, Vol. 26, pp. 1484– 
1509, 1997. 

[2] L. K. Grover, “A fast quantum mechanical algorithm for 
database search,” Proceedings of the 28th ACM Sympo-
sium on Theory of Computing, pp. 212–219, 1996.  

[3] J. von Neumann and O. Morgenstern, “Theory of games 
and economic behavior, third edition,” Princeton Univer-
sity Press, Princeton, 1953.  

[4] D. A. Meyer, “Quantum strategies,” Physical Review 
Letters, Vol. 82, pp. 1052–1055, 1999.  

[5] J. Eisert, M. Wilkens, and M. Lewenstein, “Quantum 
games and quantum strategies,” Physical Review Letters, 
Vol. 83, pp. 3077–3080, 1999.  

[6] J. Du, H. Li, X. Xu, M. Shi, J. Wu, X. Zhou, and R. Han, 
“Experimental realization of quantum games on a quan-

Copyright © 2009 SciRes                                                                                    iB 



A Study of Quantum Strategies for Newcomb’s Paradox 

Copyright © 2009 SciRes                                                                                    iB 

50 

tum computer,” Physical Review Letters, Vol. 88, 137902, 
2002.  

[7] J. Du, H. Li, X. Xu, X. Zhou, and R. Han, “Entanglement 
enhanced multiplayer quantum games,” Physics Letters A, 
Vol. 302, pp. 229–233, 2002.  

[8] J. Eisert and M. Wilkens, “Quantum games,” Journal of 
Modern Optics, Vol. 47, pp. 2543–2556, 2000.  

[9] A. Iqbal and A. H. Toor, “Evolutionarily stable strategies 
in quantum games,” Physics Letters A, Vol. 280, pp. 
249–256, 2001.  

[10] L. Marinatto and T. Weber, “A quantum approach to 
static games of complete information,” Physics Letters A, 
Vol. 272, pp. 291–303, 2000.  

[11] M. D’Ariano, R. Gill, M. Keyl, R. Werner, B. Kümmerer, 
and H. Maassen, “The quantum Monty Hall problem,” 
Quantum Information and Computing, Vol. 2, pp. 
355–366, 2002.  

[12] A. P. Flitney and D. Abbott, “Quantum version of the 
Monty Hall problem,” Physical Review A, Vol. 65, 2002.  

[13] C. F. Li, Y. S. Zhang, Y. F. Huang, and G. C. Guo, 
“Quantum strategies of quantum measurements,” Physics 
Letters A, Vol. 280, pp. 257–260, 2001.  

[14] A. P. Flitney, J. Ng, and D. Abbott, “Quantum Parrondo’s 
games,” Physica A, Vol. 314, pp. 35–42, 2002.  

[15] E. W. Piotrowski and J. Sładkowski, “Quantum-like ap-
proach to financial risk: Quantum anthropic principle,” 
Acta Physica Polonica B, Vol. 32, pp. 3873–3879, 2001.  

[16] E. W. Piotrowski and J. Sładkowski, “Quantum bargain-
ing games,” Physica A, Vol. 308, 391–401, 2002.  

[17] E. W. Piotrowski and J. Sładkowski, “Quantum market 
games,” Physica A, Vol. 312, pp. 208–216, 2002.  

[18] E. W. Piotrowski and J. Sładkowski, “Quantum solution 
to the Newcomb’s paradox,” International Journal of 
Quantum Information, Vol. 1, pp. 395–402, 2003.  

[19] H. Buhrman, R. Cleve, and W. van Dam, “Quantum en-
tanglement and communication complexity,” SIAM 
Journal of Computing, Vol. 30, pp. 1829–1841, 2000.  

[20] H. Buhrman, W. van Dam, P. Hoyer, and A. Tapp, “Mul-
tiparty quantum communication complexity,” Physical 
Review A, Vol. 60, pp. 2737–2741, 1999.  

[21] R. Cleve and H. Buhrman, “Substituting quantum entan-
glement for communication,” Physical Review A, Vol. 56, 
pp. 1201–1204, 1997.  

[22] R. B. Myerson, “Game theory,” Harvard University Press, 
Cambridge, 1991.  

[23] M. J. Osborne and A. Rubinstein, “A course in game 
theory,” MIT Press, Cambridge, 1994. 

 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.66667
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.66667
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 807.874]
>> setpagedevice


